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Engaging Students at Shake Library 
 
By Ariela Berstein, Information Services Librarian 

 

This Spring semester we have taken on the challenge of student engagement. Below is a quick recap of some of the 

activities and instructional aides we have created in the past few months. 

 

Ebooks 
 

The library-world has been thrust into the news these past few months with 

questions about access to eBooks, costs and publisher contracts. Only time will 

tell which standards come out on top and which publishers provide the best 

platforms and services. We at Shake Library have taken on the challenge of 

providing eBook resources to our students in the midst of these changes in the 

industry. Ebooks are a tremendous resource which can be brought directly to 

your desktop, laptop or netbook anytime, anyplace, through a Web connection. 

We have over 10,000 titles at Shake Library. To streamline the process of finding 

them we have added a Find Ebooks link to our website navigation. The link 

provides simple instructions for those wishing to access these resources from on-campus, off-campus or through 

Blackboard.  A two minute slideshow takes you through the process. This has proved popular with many of our 

commuter students.  

 

Visit the page via this shortcut: http://bit.ly/vuebooks 

 

 

 
 

Vincennes University’s 

Learning Resources Center is 

named in honor of the late 

Judge Curtis G. Shake (1887-

1978), one of Indiana’s—and 

the U.S.’s-- most famous sons. 

Judge Shake was a Chief Justice 

of the Indiana Supreme Court, 

a presiding Justice at the 

Nuremburg War Trials after 

World War II, and was 

President of the Board of 

Vincennes University. 

http://www.vinu.edu/cms/opencms/academic_resources/library/
http://bit.ly/vuebooks


Valentine ’s Day 2011 

In honor of Valentine’s Day, Shake Library entered the 

matchmaking business. No, not in the sense of helping people 

romantically! Instead we challenged students to go on a blind 

date with one of our favorite books, sight unseen.  

Students checked out a wrapped book from our display at the 

Lending Services Desk after reading a little “profile” to give 

them a hint of what’s in store. 

Did you miss the lucky candidates? Want to take a peek? Head 

over to our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/vulibraries) 

and look at their profiles in our photo album.  

 

Mobile Resources @ the VU Libraries 
 

We’ve shouted it from the rooftops: Now you can get access to some of our favorite databases directly from your 

mobile device! (See more depth information in article below.) 

 

Students have reacted with enthusiasm to the new resource gateways--

Just ask Mary Hollars’ class: When they found out they could get the 

company profiles they needed through EBSCOhost mobile they pulled 

out their phones and tried it out right from their seats in BB 137!  

 

Multimedia Computer Cluster 
 

The Multimedia Computer Cluster (MCC) project aims to provide Vincennes University students with high-end 

software to enhance learning and community interaction. These four iMacs provide access to the full Adobe Creative 

Suite 5. Student will also have access to a high end HP color printer. The MCC 

will be going on line in April of 2011. The purchase was funded through a 

Wathen Technology Grant for the 2010-2011 school-year.  

 

 

The Amazing Race- Library Edition 
 

At the end of Fall semester we saw the English Composition I students slowly 

working their way through the required Library Research for Writers unit and 

thought we should try to jazz it up and engage students more directly with the library. With the okay of one brave 

English professor we tried out a pilot program to introduce the students to library research. Instead of a 10 page 

worksheet we sent students off on an Amazing Race- the Library Edition. It turned into a fierce competition where 

students went so far as to sabotage and hide a rival team’s clues—truly mimicking their reality show counterparts!  

 

All drama aside, the students participated in this competitive problem 

based library instruction session where they were asked to complete 

specific tasks in order to win the most coveted of all prizes—Extra 

Credit. Modeled on the reality show “The Amazing Race” students 

were asked to locate and answer questions using reference titles, 

nonfiction and fiction titles. They needed to use our electronic 

databases to find scholarly articles and also to find streaming videos using the popular Films on Demand. With a few 

 “I’m actually sweating!” 
 – Student during the Amazing Race 

 

http://www.facebook.com/vulibraries


bumps along the way, we consider this trial a success and hope to implement it next Fall on a professor requested 

basis. 

 

National Poetry Month- April 
 

You may have seen our National Poetry Month ad on the front page of 

the VU website. We at Shake Library are excited to bring students closer 

to this often misunderstood literary form. During the month of April we 

rolled out a giant interactive display of poems where students could pick 

and choose which poems they wanted to read. We have been advocating 

for student participation in Poem in Your Pocket day (April 14th) as well. 

On that day, people all over the United States will be unfolding poems 

from their pockets and sharing them with friends, coworkers, family and 

even strangers. We hope the VU community will join in the fun. We have 

also started a VU poetry street team to help us get the word out about the 

events and displays during the month. The team will be deployed the 

week of April 11-15th putting up poetry around campus and on the 

sidewalks outside the library. These efforts are all leading up to “Poetry on the Green” put on by the English 

department on April 20th at 11am. We hope to see you there! 
 

National Library Week – April 10-16th, 2011 

 

This is a week of awareness created to promote libraries around the country, and to recognize the contributions made 

by library staff. The celebration began in 1958, and is annually sponsored by the American Library Association. To 

celebrate this week we bring you access to five limited edition resources. We invite you to visit http://bit.ly/nlw11 and 

take a look.  Explore global issues in context or a transnational archive devoted to the study of Slavery. Gain access to 

global references on the environment, energy, and natural resources or try your hand at Powerspeak Languages. 

 

Academic libraries continue to evolve from primarily housing 

collections to becoming vital places to collaborate, connect 

and learn. “The numbers are astonishing: During a typical 

week, academic libraries had more than 31 million searches in electronic databases, answered more than 469,000 

reference questions. Library websites received more than 722 million virtual visits from outside the physical library 

building, and visits to online library catalogs totaled more than 479 million.” (State of American Libraries Report: 

http://bit.ly/Lib2011Report). 

 

As you can see, the library has been busy! We hope you find these resources useful, fun and educational. As always, 

we encourage you to contact us with requests for purchases. We also hope you will take every opportunity to let us 

collaborate with you on assignments and research for your students or yourself.  

Library Powers Down PCs, Hits the Lights, and Guess What Happens? 
 

Shake Library participates in the university’s energy conservation initiative by turning off computers, lights and other 

electrical devices when not in use. Computers in the Computer Commons, for instance, are set to power down when 

not used for 20 minutes. According to a report by VU Director of Energy Conservation Rick Davis: 

 

“The third quarter Electric reduction of the Learning Resource Center  totals 70,800 kilowatt hours less  than the same 

time period in 2009. This is just over a 14% reduction  of electrical usage. All of this conservation is due to the 

responsible actions of the entire LRC staff. They have worked diligently to shut down equipment and lighting 

whenever possible. Thank you for your support of the Universities efforts to conserve energy.” 

 

http://bit.ly/nlw11
http://bit.ly/Lib2011Report


From the Dean’s Desk: Right “Time and Season” for Farewell 
 

By Richard Slayton, Dean, Shake Learning Resources Center 

 

TO:  the University Community  

 

Quoting Ecclesiastes:   “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.” 

 

I would like to make it known to my many VU friends and  

colleagues that now is the "time and the season" for   

my retirement from Vincennes University, effective  

June 30, 2011.   

 

I wrestled with the decision for several months, but now  

that I made it, I am convinced I picked the proper  

moment to retire.  What made the decision so difficult  

was the thought of no longer working with the wonderful  

and talented colleagues who comprise the  LRC staff.    

They contribute so much to making VU the kind of  

quality institution it is today.  I had similar thoughts about the  

many wonderful friends and colleagues with whom I have  

worked for many years throughout the VU Community.  

 

After such a long tenure at VU (thirty nine years) I don't know  

whether  I have achieved the status of an icon or a historical relic.  

Personally, I lean towards the "historical relic" designation.  

But don't think I'll be necessarily "riding off in the sunset."  

Charlene and I intend to remain in Vincennes and hopefully 

we'll be able to continue interacting with many of you in a variety of settings and circumstances.   

 

I appreciate the tremendous opportunities which VU has afforded me.  I look forward to VU continuing to grow and  

thrive and achieve even higher levels of excellence. 

 

I wish the best to my many friends and colleagues who make up my special Vincennes University family.    

 

Bob  

 

 

How Much is Your Library Worth? Librarian Does the Math! 

 

From Information Services Librarian Ariela N. Berstein: In case someone asks you what is the value of Shake Library 

you can tell them: 

 

In 2010-2011 there were 1,257,785 database searches conducted using Shake library resources. The average cost of 

retrieving an online article is $19.95 (according to ALA).  

 

So 1,257,785 * $19.95 = $25,092,810.75 

 

Now don't forget to add the value of everything else the library offers: Regular books, ebooks, movies, CDs, computer 

use, ILL, reference, instruction... etc. etc.  Not to mention the number of students not getting into trouble because we 

are open until midnight 5 nights/week. :)  

 



VU Libraries go Mobile 
 

By Ariela Berstein, Information Services Librarian 

 

This semester we are pleased to announce that the VU libraries became mobile. We have been hard at work to provide 

access to some of our most popular resources directly from your mobile device! We invite you to use your Smartphone 

or tablet to visit our website and click on the Mobile resources icon to get to know our mobile interfaces for 

EBSCOhost, ARTstor and Gale.  You can also use this shortcut: bit.ly/shakemobile . A few highlights: 

  

In EBSCOhost Mobile you can now search, retrieve, read and email articles from Academic Search 

Premier, Business Source Premier, CINAHL Plus with Full Text, Military & Government collection 

and more.  This resource is compatible with all major mobile devices.  

 

Downloading the AccessMyLibrary- College Edition app will give you and students access to all 

our Gale resources which include Biography in Context, Opposing Viewpoints, Science in Context, 

Literature Resource Center, Nursing Resource Center, Military & Intelligence Collection, Informe! 

(Spanish)and more. The app is available for Android and for iPhone, iPod Touch and iPad.  

  

Using ARTstor Mobile you can browse a digital library of more than 1 million images in the areas 

of art, architecture, the humanities and social sciences. The images are browsable, and searchable. Faculty can request 

instructor privileges (at libref@vinu.edu) which will allow them to create image groups to 

share with their classes. Students can use the Flashcard view to study the images directly on 

their mobile device.  Please note that this resource is currently only compatible with iPhone 

3G+, iPad, iPod 2.2.1 + or Safari  4+ and requires prior registration.  

 

We are looking forward to bringing you access to more of our databases this spring. Be on 

the lookout for Encyclopedia Britannia Mobile, and WorldCat! 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM: VICTORIA A. COX 
 

Victoria A. Cox, 53, 1633 N. 12th St., Vincennes, passed away at 2:45 

a.m. on Tuesday, March 15, 2011 at Good Samaritan Hospital. She 

was born December 26, 1957, in Connersville, IN, the daughter of 

Fred Cox Sr. and Dorothy Bray. 

 

Victoria was a long-time employee at Shake Library, Vincennes 

University, had worked at Organ Battery, Organ Florist and had a 

mowing and cleaning service. She enjoyed NASCAR and was a 

member of St. John Catholic Church. 

 

Survivors include her mother, Dorothy Bray of Vincennes; sons, 

Zachary McCarter of Wheatland and Greg Cox of Vincennes; 

daughter, Carrie Cox of Evansville; sister, Brenda Hollaway of 

Bruceville and brothers, Fred Cox Jr. of Bruceville, Tom Cox of 

Bruceville and Joe Cox of Washington. Her father preceded her in death. 

 

Funeral services were Friday, March 18, at 2:00 p.m. at Goodwin Funeral Home, 524 Broadway St. Online condolences 

may be sent through www.goodwinfamilyfh.com  

 

 
 

mailto:libref@vinu.edu


Let’s Celebrate Earth Day 
 

By Catherine Lundergan, Reference Assistant 

 

The first Earth Day celebration, held on March 21, 1970, was proposed by newspaper publisher & peace activist John 

McConnell, who saw the event as a “global holiday… to remind the people of Earth of their shared responsibility as 

environmental stewards.” The date was chosen because it was the vernal equinox, when the day and night are equal in 

length and McConnell wanted Earth Day to be a time of “equilibrium when people could put aside their differences 

and recognize their common need to preserve Earth’s resources.” McConnell wrote an Earth Day Proclamation that 

was signed by U.N. Secretary General U Thant and other concerned world leaders.  The event was celebrated by 

ringing the United Nations Peace Bell at the moment of the Equinox and that tradition continues today. 

 

The idea for Earth Day as we now know it came from Senator Gaylord Nelson, of 

Wisconsin.  He had been trying unsuccessfully for years to interest his fellow politicians 

in addressing environmental issues facing the U.S.  Student activists protesting the 

Vietnam War were holding “teach-ins” on many college campuses and Nelson thought 

that same energy and concern could be focused on environmental concerns.  In the fall of 

1969 he announced a nationwide grassroots demonstration on behalf of the environment 

to be held the next spring.  He chose April 22, 1970 for the event.  Inquiries poured in to 

Senator Nelson’s office from all over the country as local events were planned. Denis 

Hayes, with a staff of 85 people, coordinated and promoted events for Earth Day.   The 

day was observed in communities all over the country with more than 20 million 

Americans participating in peaceful demonstrations in favor of environmental reform.  

Politicians began to get the message.  Shortly after the first Earth Day, Congress created 

the Environmental Protection Agency in December of 1970 and passed the Clean Air Act 

in 1970, the Clean Water Act in 1972, and the Endangered Species Act in 1973. 

 

Denis Hayes was asked to organize another Earth Day Campaign for 1990.  Events were held in 141 countries with 200 

million participants, which helped pave the way for the United Nations Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.  That summit 

resulted in the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, the Statement of Forest Principles, the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity. 

 

Earth Day 2000 focused on global warming and a push for clean energy, with participants in 184 countries.  Activities 

were promoted by various media, from the Internet to a talking drum chain that traveled to villages in Africa. 

The nonprofit Earth Day Network (www.earthday.org) now coordinates global activities every April 22, with many 

communities celebrating an entire week of activities. The theme for Earth Day 2011 is A Billion Acts of Green® with a 

goal of registering one billion individual actions before the next global Earth Summit in 2012.  Earth Day activities will 

take place in Vincennes on Saturday April 23, 2011 at Vincennes Riverfront Pavilion from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Eastern time. The 2011 event, now in the planning stages, will build upon the success of last year.  One new goal is to 

offer scheduled presentations and demonstrations on various topics.  Also in the planning are periodic prize drawings 

throughout the day, and an environmental art section.  Some of the new additions this year, so far, include a tree give-

away and information about local native plants and wildflowers.  There will be returning favorites, including a rabbit 

and a worm composting bin. 

 

Shake Library has several books on environmental issues for those who want to educate themselves on this topic.  A 

short list includes:   

 

America’s Environmental Report Card: Are We Making the Grade, by Harvey Blatt, 2005 

Green Careers: Choosing Work for a Sustainable Future, by Jim Cassio & Alice Rush, 2009  

Not in Our Backyard: the People and Events that Shaped America’s Modern Environmental Movement, by Marc Mowrey and 

Tim Redmond, 1993 

The Global Ecology Handbook: What You Can Do About the Environmental Crisis, edited by Walter Corson, 1990 

World Agriculture and the Environment, by Jason Clay, 2004 

http://www.earthday.org/


Book Talk 
      Advice to Readers: How to Find More Books You Love 
 

By Richard L. King, Reference Librarian 

 

You know the title of a book you want to read, but you can’t find it in WebCat, the VU library online catalog. What do 

you do next? Of course, always feel free to ask a librarian for assistance, but here are a few things you can do for 

yourself, if interested. 

 

1. Request your own Interlibrary Loan (best of all, it is fast and free to you): 

 

From the Find Books page, below the WebCat link, click on WorldCat Inspire (Items in other libraries). Use the 

WorldCat search screen to find your title in this huge database of combined library holdings. Once you find it, click on 

the link in the record that says Borrow this item from another library (Interlibrary Loan), fill out the brief form that 

appears, and click Submit. A librarian will process this request. This is a quick, handy way to request your own 

Interlibrary Loan, but remember, a Reference Librarian will be happy to do this for you, as well. 

 

2. Alternately, you can check other area library catalogs from the Find Books page to see if they own the item, and 

you can visit those libraries, as well. The Knox County Public Library, 6th and Hart streets, also serves the VU 

community. 

 

3. You also can discuss the possibility of asking a Reference Librarian to purchase the item so it will be included in 

the VU Libraries collections.  

 

A typical bibliographic record in WorldCat (note the “Borrow this item…” link for making your own ILL request): 

 

 
 

Using Amazon.com to find books you love 
 

Another useful tool that helps you locate books (DVDs, CDs, and other items) is the popular web site amazon.com .  

Simply search for a book or topic you are interested in and read through the results. If you find a book you like, check 

the reader comments and reviews, but also find suggested additional books under the heading Customers Who 

Bought This Item Also Bought. Chances are you’ll find similar books you’ll enjoy by using this method. Then fill out 

your Interlibrary Loan request. 



 

Patron Privacy? Your Personal Information is Secure at VU 
 

Are you aware that your personal information concerning library transactions is private? VU Libraries adheres to the 

Code of Ethics of the American Library Association (see our Collection Development Policy on the Library Policies 

page at http://bit.ly/collectiondev ). This means your personal library-related information cannot be shared with 

anyone else and your library transactions, book checkouts, reference queries, etc. are private. It is worth while taking a 

look at this Code of Ethics occasionally. 

 

 

10 Good Library Books 
(Selected from a Variety of Subject Areas)… 
 

10 New Science/Technology Books 

 

Weintraub, David A.   How Old is the Universe?  (2011) 523.1 W424h 

Rice, Stanley A.  Life of Earth: Portrait of a Beautiful, Middle-Aged, Stressed-Out World (2011) 570 R497L  

Vermiculture Technology: Earthworms, Organic Wastes, and Environmental Management  (2011)  631.875 V525e 

Fayer, Michael D. Absolutely Small: How Quantum Theory Explains Our Everyday World (2010)   530.12 F283a 

Kakalios, James. The Amazing Story of Quantum Mechanics: A Math-Free Exploration of the Science that Made  

 Our World (2010)  530.12K13a 

Clegg, Brian. Armageddon Science: The Science of Mass Destruction  (2010) 303.483 C624a  

Hyde, Randall. The Art of Asembly Language (2010)  005.136 H995a  

Schlesinger, Henry R.   The Battery: How Portable Power Sparked a Technological Revolution (2010)   

621.31 S342b 2010 

Bruges, James. The Biochar Debate: Charcoal's Potential to Reverse Climate Change and Build Soil Fertility  

 (2010)  631.8B891b 

Carlson, Robert H. Biology is Technology: The Promise, Peril, and New Nusiness of Engineering Life (2010)   

 660.6 C284b  

 

10 New Health/Medical Books 

 

101 Global Leadership Lessons for Nurses: Shared Legacies from Leaders and Their Mentors (2010) 362.173 A111g 

Conceptual Foundations: The Bridge to Professional Nursing Practice (2011) 610.73 C744c 

Chopra, Sanjiv. Doctor Chopra Says: Medical Facts and Myths Everyone Should Know (2010)   616 C549d 2011 

Sharkey, Brian J.   Fitness Illustrated (2011) 613.7 S531fi 

Welch, H. Gilbert.  Overdiagnosed: Making People Sick in the Pursuit of Health (2010)  617.07 W439o  

Sulik, Gayle A.  Pink Ribbon Blues: How Breast Cancer Culture Undermines Women's Health  (2011) 

 362.19699 S949p  

Hillman, Bruce J.   The Sorcerer's Apprentice: How Medical Imaging is Changing Health Care (2011) 

 616.0754 H654s 

Kind, Viki. The Caregiver's Path to Compassionate Decision Making: Making Choices for Those Who Can't (2010)  

649.8 K51c 

Emmons, Henry. The Chemistry of Calm: A Powerful, Drug-Free Plan to Quiet Your Fears and Overcome Your  

 Anxiety  (2010) 616.8522 E54c  

Rose, Mary Kathleen. Comfort Touch: Massage for the Elderly and the Ill  (2010) 615.822 R797c 

 

10 New Business Books 

 

Williams, R. Tee. An Introduction to Trading in the Financial Markets: Market Basics (2011)  332.6 W726i  

Santorella, Gary.  Lean Culture for the Construction Industry: Building Responsible and Committed Project Teams   

http://bit.ly/collectiondev


 (2011)  624.068 S237L  

Greggo, Alan.   Retail Security and Loss Prevention Solutions (2011) 658.473 G819r  

Rogers, W. Sherman. The African American Entrepreneur: Then and Now (2010) 338.642 R 731a  

Martin, Peter. Automation Made Easy: Everything You Wanted to Know About Automation and Need to Ask  (2010)   

670.427 M382a  

Branded: Branding in Sport Business (2010)  796.0068 B817L 

Greene, Jay. Design is How it Works: How the Smartest Companies Turn Products into Icons (2010) 658.57 G811d 

McStay, Andrew. Digital Advertising  (2010) 659.14 M175d 

Cohen, William A.   Drucker on Leadership: New Lessons from the Father of Modern Management (2010) 658.4092 C678d 

Levy, Justin R.  Facebook Marketing: Designing Your Next Marketing Campaign (2010) 658.872 L668f 

 

…And a Few New DVDs… 
 

Wes Montgomery: Live in ’65 (Jazz Icons), DVD 224 

Legends of Jazz Guitar. 3 Vols. Featuring Wes Montgomery, Charlie Byrd, Kenny Burrell, Joe Pass, and more. DVD 223.  

A Ripple of Hope (Robert Kennedy in Indiana on the day of the Martin Luther King Jr. assassination), DVD 222. 

The Third Jihad: Radical Islam’s Vision for America, DVD 220 

The Persuaders (Americans Are Swimming in a Sea of Messages), DVD 219 

The Great Lakes, DVD 218 

How the Earth was Made, DVD 217 

The Science and Skepticism Behind The Vaccine War, DVD 216 

Mad Electricity, DVD 215 

 

…As Well as New Fiction: Selected Novels and Short Stories… 
 

Auster, Paul. Sunset Park  (2010) Fic. A934s 

Caletti, Deb. The Six Rules of Maybe  (2010) Fic. C149si 

Cole, Teju. Open City: A Novel  (2011) Fic. C689o 

Dickey, Eric Jerome. Tempted by Trouble (2010) Fic. D551tt 

Ellison, Ralph. Three Days Before the Shooting (2010) Fic. E47th 

Erdrich, Louise. Shadow Tag  (2010) Fic. E66  

Gibson, William. Zero History (2010) Fic. G451z 

Ginrich, Newt. Valley Forge: George Washington and the Crucible of Victory  (2010)  Fic. G492v 

"Girl, Colored" and Other Stories: A Complete Short Fiction Anthology of African American Women Writers in The Crisis  

     Magazine, 1910-2010 (2011)  Fic. G525g 

Lansens, Lori. The Wife's Tale: A Novel (2010) Fic. L295w 

Mead, Richelle. Vampire Academy: Collection, Volume 1-4  (2009) Fic. M479v 

Moore, Graham. The Sherlockian  

(2010) Fic. M822s 

Patterson, James. Worst Case (2010) 

Fic. P317w 

Racculia, Kate. This Must be the Place 

(2010) Fic. R118t 

Straub, Peter. A Special Place: The Heart 

of a Dark Matter  (2010) Fic. S912s  

Tremain, Rose. Trespass  (2010) Fic. 

T789t 

 

 
 

This young woman was enjoying some tunes beneath the Christmas tree on some of Shake 

Library's new furniture last December. Photo by Dave Fisher, VU Photographer 



Found on the Web 

A Miscellany: Viewpoints, 
Controversies, Useful Links 

 
Dave Peter combs the Web in search of provocative articles pertaining to libraries and 
technology, and often plays Devilõs Advocate by submitted some of these to the VU 
Libraries newsletter editor. To read the entire article, just visit the link provided. You can 
visit Daveõs blog at http://quality-instruction.blogspot.com/ . Dave, Director of VUõs 
Center for Teaching and Learning, may be contacted at dpeter@vinu.edu or 812-888-5815.   
 
CSU System Shares E-book Pilot Results 

http://bit.ly/i1HInx 
After piloting a digital textbook rental program in fall 2010, the California State University 
system learned a few lessons about how the e-books worked for students. 

 
Drill Down: Mobile Devices in Education 
http://bit.ly/gpnBCl 
Our Special Section on mobileé takes a look at what many expect will be the next revolution in education. As educators continue 
to weigh the many considerations attached to allowing student-owned handheld devices on campus, Speak Up asked parents what 
good they think the use of mobile technologies would have on their children's education. 
 
Will Smart Phones Eliminate the Digital Divide? 
http://bit.ly/eEmgas 
Within five years, every K-12 student in America will be using a mobile handheld device as a part of learning, according to Elliot 
Soloway, a professor at the University of Michigan. 
 
Boomers and eReaders 
http://bit.ly/h31b7w  
Seven percent of òyounger boomers,ó those now between the ages of 47 and 56, and 6 percent of those ages 66 to 74, own e-readers, 
the highest percentages among all age groups for devices like Amazonõs Kindle, Barnes & Nobleõs Nook or Sonyõs Reader.  
 
How to Record Your Talking Habits (and Why You Might Want To) 

http://bit.ly/fG4EDK 
This semester I have a student who has a class conflict and needs to have our class sessions recorded. Iõve been trying out different 
methods of lecture capture, which is fun in and of itself. 
 
Heavy textbooks' days are numbered 
For schools, an e-book 'revolution' is predicted 
http://bit.ly/eyIHCo 
The next time your kids flip frantically through a math book or complain about how heavy a history text is, remind them that these 
are stories they can tell their grandkids. 
 
Handling Student Frustration 
http://bit.ly/eVQVBT 
If you have been teaching for any length of time, you have certainly had a student say to you, òJust tell me what you wantó in 
relation to your expectations on an assignment. 
 
Yes, Finds Pew Study, People Will (and Do) Pay For Digital Content 
http://rww.to/e4VzwH 
For a long time - right or wrong - content on the Internet has been synonymous with "free." Free music. Free videos. Free access 
to your local newspaper. Free blogs. And so some have worried that people might be reluctant to actually spend money to buy 
digital content if they can already find it (or something similar) online without having to pay. But a new study from the Pew 
Internet and American Life Project should assuage some of those fears. In fact, almost two-thirds of Internet users have paid for 
digital content. 
 
 

http://quality-instruction.blogspot.com/
mailto:dpeter@vinu.edu
http://bit.ly/i1HInx
http://bit.ly/gpnBCl
http://bit.ly/fG4EDK
http://bit.ly/eyIHCo
http://bit.ly/eVQVBT
http://rww.to/e4VzwH


 

 
Although ebooks and electronic texts have been getting all the hoopla in recent times, librarians are proud to report that the book in 

whatever format is alive and well at Vincennes University in 2011, as Shake Library has approximately 100,000 books on the 

shelves (virtual and physical) available to readers. Below are reviews of books librarians have read recently and recommend to 

anyone seeking a provocative book. We would love to read what faculty, staff and students in the Vincennes University 

community are reading. If you want to send us your mini book reviews (use the format below), we’ll try to publish them in our 

newsletter.  Send to rking at vinu.edu . (We reserve the right to edit.) 

 

 

 May, Elaine T. America and the 

Pill: A History of Promise, Peril, 

and Liberation. New York: Basic 

Books, 2010, 363.96 M466a 

 

Historian May writes a short 

and uncontentious narrative 

about the oral contraceptive for 

women – The Pill. With a 

decidedly friendly and 

enthusiastic tone she explores 

the hopes and fears that the first Pill elicited. Her 

discussion of the 1960s sexual revolution proves 

interesting as she provides evidence and personal family 

stories to back up her claim that the pill did not affect the 

times as much as is usually perceived. She concludes with 

a discussion of modern women’s feelings about the pill 

and hints at the research being done for a male 

contraceptive pill as well. This is a decidedly pro-pill 

history that is remarkably easy to swallow. – By Ariela 

Berstein, Information Services Librarian 

 

 

Cole, Teju. Open City: A Novel. New York: Random House, 

2011, Fiction C689o 

 

Fans of stream-of-consciousness narratives and politics 

will be enchanted with this debut novel by Teju Cole. 

Born to Nigerian parents and having grown up in Lagos, 

Cole brings a multicultural perspective to his writing. The 

story centers on psychiatry resident Julius, a Nigerian 

immigrant, who wanders Manhattan pondering 

everything from J.M Coetzee to bedbugs. The story is a 

slow meandering exploration of post 9/11 life and anxiety. 

The character mourns and celebrates everyday things: 

Concerts, movies, death, breakups. Reviewers have 

compared Cole to the likes of W.G. Sebald and Albert 

Camus. To this reader, Cole’s 

explorations of the immigrant 

experience seemed to echo 

those of Zadie Smith. – By Ariela 

Berstein, Information Services 

Librarian 

 

 

Pastan, Linda. Traveling Light: 

Poems. New York: W.W. Norton 

& Co, 2011, 811.54 P291t 

 

In honor of National Poetry 

Month I decided to checkout a book of poems from the 

library. Traveling Light is a 

wonderful collection of 

poetry exploring topics such 

as: memory, art, and 

language. This is Linda 

Pastan’s 13th book.  I 

particularly enjoyed the 

sharpness of her 

observations about 

everyday domestic tasks 

and events. Pastan 

received the Ruth Lilly Prize 

in 2003. This prize recognizes a living American poet 

whose lifetime work merits “extraordinary recognition.” 

An enjoyable read. – By Ariela Berstein, Information Services 

Librarian 

 

 

 

Whisky, Kilts and the Loch Ness Monster: Traveling Through 

Scotland with Boswell and Johnson (2011), by William W. 

Starr, 914.11 W796w 

REVIEWS FROM THE BOOK BAG: 
WHAT LIBRARIANS ARE READING; 

WHAT ARE YOU READING? 

mailto:rking@vinu.edu


 

 Whether you are 

looking for a good 

travel book or are a 

fan of classic 

literature, Starr’s 

wonderful romp 

through Scotland is a 

joy to read as he 

travels in the 

footsteps of Samuel 

Johnson and James 

Boswell. The two 

famously wrote about 

their 1773 voyage in 

two fascinating and 

readable works: 

Johnson’s Journey to 

the Western Isle of Scotland  and Boswell’s Journal of a Tour to 

the Hebrides with Samuel Johnson. Starr follows in the 

famous literary duo’s footsteps and explores the rain and 

wind drenched country while telling us a great deal about 

what Scotland is like these days and in contrast to the 18th 

Century. Starr’s writing style is very appealing as he 

relates anecdotes and discusses historical events during 

his meanderings.  –By Richard L. King, Reference Librarian 

 

Arcadia Falls: A Novel (2010), by Carol Goodman, Fiction 

G653a 

 

Enthusiasts of the Boarding School Mystery genre will 

enjoy Carol Goodman’s latest novel about a young 

widow who moves with her daughter to take a teaching 

job at an elite, private rural boarding school in upstate 

New York. As the novel progresses, the seemingly idyllic 

school grounds cover up a mysterious and deadly past 

with strong gothic and possible supernatural elements. 

Those who enjoyed Goodman’s atmospheric Lake of Dead 

Languages (2005) will find she is exploring somewhat 

similar territory, but should find the novel delightful to 

experience. Others might complain that she relies too 

heavily on Gothic clichés.  –By Richard L. King, Reference 

Librarian 

 

The Best American Noir of the Century (2010), edited by 

James Ellroy and Otto Penzler, Fiction B561an 

 

 James Ellroy and Otto Penzler are towering figures in the 

realm of mystery and detective fiction, so their combined 

experience and editing powers focused on the sometimes 

elusive concept of Noir Fiction is an exciting conflagration 

for enthusiasts of this genre. With over 700 pages of 39 

stories from the 1920s into 2007, this work provides a 

powerful overview of this special type of crime and 

mystery fiction, partially defined by Ellroy as “the 

nightmare of flawed souls with big dreams and the 

precise how and why of the all-time sure thing that goes 

bad.” Enjoy! – By Richard L. King, Reference Librarian 

 

The Black Lizard Big Book of Black Mask Stories (2010), edited 

by Otto Penzler, Fiction B627pe 

 

Of all the pulp magazines of the 20th Century, Black Mask 

holds a special place in the hearts of crime fiction lovers. 

In between its grainy pages, iconic writers like Raymond 

Chandler and Dashiell Hammett honed their craft and 

even managed to make a living by creating fast-paced, 

entertaining and even meaningful fiction in pre-Television 

times. This collection, edited by crime fiction expert Otto 

Penzler, contains over 1100 pages with more than 50 

stories and novels that include works by Erle Stanley 

Gardner, John D. MacDonald, Fredric Brown, William 

Campbell Gault, Day Keene, and Cornell Woolrich. –By 

Richard L. King, Reference 

Librarian 

 

The Distant Hours: A Novel 

(2010, by Kate Morton, 

Fiction M889d 

 

A hot new author (see 

photo) on the horizon is 

Kate Morton, who got rave 

reviews for her recent 

novels The House at 

Riverton and The Forgotten Garden. In The Distant Hours she 

again focuses on a major theme in her works: how the past 

haunts the present. The Distant Hours moves back and 

forth in time between WWII England and the 1990s, when 

a book editor visits three elderly ladies living in 

crumbling Milderhurst Castle to interview them about 

their famous late author father. The editor's mother had 

been evacuated during the Blitz and once lived there, but 

won’t speak of this time. Things in this highly 

atmospheric novel get...weird. Highly recommended. –By 

Richard L. King, Reference Librarian 

 
 



Electronic Resources Updates 
 

New Proquest Platform  
 

 VU’s ever-popular Proquest electronic resource has launched a significant upgrade in February 2011 that will have 

regular Proquest users wondering if they have landed on a different planet. But after perusing it a bit it is expected 

they will love the new features for searching this arts, business, social sciences, health/medicine, science/technology, 

literature/language and general news database. 

 

New features include: 

 

1. Search box (auto complete pull-down offers topic suggestions from successful searches) 

2. Subject area icons with database listings linked to dedicated database homepages 

3. Limit searches to full text or scholarly journals 

4. Search or browse Publications 

5. My Research to create a personalized research experience with options to save, print, email, cite, export citations, 

and more 

6. Advanced Search—with search tools 

 

 
 

What else can you do with the new Proquest interface? 

 

1. Modify search options. 

2. Set up alerts, Create RSS feed, Save search. 

3. ”Search within“ results to narrow results, search using suggestions from Smart Search, or search for figures/tables. 

4. Add items to My Research, Email, Cite, Export references. 

5. View Results List which displays Articles, Books, Dissertations, etc. Click to view using Citation/Abstract, 

Full text, Text with Graphics, or PDF formats. Determine the source type by the icon (see also Source Type in 

column to the right). 



6. Sort or narrow results by source type, subject heading, date, etc. in the collapsible sidebar. 

7. Identify hit terms in context more easily with hit-term highlighting. 

8. Preview the contents of the full record in a lightbox. 

9. Mark items to save, print, or email or to store in My Research to access later; create a shared list, etc. 

10. Discover images, charts, graphs, maps, etc. found within the results quickly. Click the image to open. 
 

EBSCOhost Ebooks Soon to Replace NetLibrary Platform  
 

The EBSCOhost resource provider has purchased NetLibrary, which has been an ebook resource for Vincennes 

University for many years. As a result, the NetLibrary ebooks will be available using an improved EBSCOhost 

platform instead of the less efficient NetLibrary system. The change is schedule to take place in June/July 2011. 

 

Ebsco's ebook portal is available for preview! Take a look by following these directions: 

 
1: login to MyVU 
2: Click VU Libraries   in the VU links box 
3: Click Find Articles 
4: Click EBSCOhost (Inspire) 
5: Click New Features! at the top right 
6: Click on the preview link under the entry for eBooks on EBSCOhost 

 
The following link will take you to an overview with new features of eBooks on EBSCOhost and the demise of Netlibrary. 
 
http://support.ebsco.com/netlibrary/eBook_preview.php 
 

 

Scifinder Chemistry Database Cancelled 
 

Due to lack of use and high cost, VU’s subscription to Scifinder Scifinder has been cancelled and the Scifinder links 

removed from library webpages. Many chemistry resources are available, so please use and direct students to the 

Chemistry Resources Library Guide (access link at: http://bit.ly/chemistryguide ). 
 

The guide can also be accessed by following these steps: 

 

1) Go to www.vinu.edu/libraries 

2) Click the "Library Guides" link beside the Facebook and Twitter icons at the center of the page 

3) Click Chemistry Resources Library Guide to be taken to the online guide 

 

Additional NewsBank Functionality Available 
 

Two new pieces of functionality are up and running on NewsBank. This resource provides newspapers and other 

publications from Indiana, the U.S., and international sources.  NewsBank is available on the library’s Find Articles 

page. 

 

1) Related Articles:  When you do a search and call up an article you will see a box to the right with related articles. 

This box is generated using an algorithm that notes the number of times a certain key-term came up in the article you 

originally called up. NewsBank has a feedback button which they encourage people to use as they tweak and attempt 

to make this better.  

 

2) Lexile Levels:   A Lexile level provides information about the difficulty of a text. The Lexile measure is shown as a 

number with an "L" after it — 880L is 880 Lexile. The idea behind The Lexile Framework for Reading is simple: if we 

http://support.ebsco.com/netlibrary/eBook_preview.php
http://bit.ly/chemistryguide
http://www.vinu.edu/libraries
http://vinu.edu/cms/opencms/academic_resources/library/shake/WebGuides/chemistry.html


know how well a student can read and how hard a specific book/article is to comprehend, we can predict how well 

that student will likely understand the item. 

 

Use EBSCO A-Z to Locate Over 30,000 Periodicals 
 

A new periodical management tool found under 

the Find Periodical Titles heading of the VU 

Libraries web pages has replaced the old system 

and is now up and running. VU Libraries has 

approximately 30,000 electronic periodicals, so 

this A-Z research tool helps answer several 

important questions:Does the library have the 

periodical (magazine, journal, newsletter, etc.) I 

am searching for? By doing a Title Search in 

EBSCO A-Z, you can locate your periodical. 

 

What electronic database contains my periodical, 

and in which years are full text issues available? 

After you find your title, you can identify which 

electronic database contains specific dates of the 

item. 

 

What periodicals are available in a specific topic I 

am interested in? By doing a Subject Search, you 

can identify periodicals by general academic topics (for instance, the topic Agriculture contains approximately 443 

journals in  library electronic and print collections).You can also browse titles and view a database title listing as well. 

See the new look of EBSCO A-Z (at left). 
 

 LRC News Roundup 
 

Library Instruction Session Evaluation Form  
 

A special assessment survey has been created for use by faculty who have requested librarians to meet with their 

classes this year. Please fill out this brief survey and let us know how we did and what comments you have about 

library instruction. Visit the link at http://bit.ly/libsessioneval or do the following: 

 

Go to the VU Home Page at www.vinu.edu and click on the library icon, lower right. 

Click on the Shake Library link. 

Click on the Faculty Services (Shake) link, left column. 

Access the Evaluation Form (for faculty) 

Fill out the survey—it won’t take long and we want to hear from you and take the results seriously.  
 

Homeland Security Students Do SLRC Security Audit Project 
 
From Robert Slayton, Dean, Shake Learning Resources Center 

 

I wanted to let everyone know that one of Lou Caprino's Homeland Security classes is doing a security audit/analysis 

of our building as a class project.  I met with the class and found them to be a bright and intelligent group very 

knowledgeable about security and policing issues.  I know they will provide us with a lot of useful information and 

guidance. 

http://bit.ly/libsessioneval
http://www.vinu.edu/


Growing Collection of Digital Resources Available  
from Byron R. Lewis Historical Library Web Page 
 

In January, 2007, Byron R. Lewis Library started an 

ongoing digital project to make some historical resources 

(books, photographs, documents) available online from 

the Lewis Library Home Page at http://bit.ly/lewislibrary .  

Additional items have been added to form a useful Web-

based collection for students, researchers, genealogists, 

historians and other Internet visitors.  

 

Vincennes University Collection: 

Le Revoir 1984 (VU Yearbook) 

Le Revoir 1976 (VU Yearbook) 

Revoo 1949 (VU Yearbook) 

Shake, Curtis G. A History of Vincennes University (1928) 

Lawlis, Chelsea L. Vincennes University in Transition: The 

Making of a Comprehensive Community College (1982) 

Burnett, However P. A History of Vincennes University 

(1936) 

 

Regional History Collection: 

Law, John. The Colonial History of Vincennes (1858) 

Cauthorn, Henry S. A History of the City of Vincennes, 

Indiana from 1702 to 1901 (1902) 

Smith, Hubbard Madison. Historical Sketches of Old 

Vincennes, founded in 1732, its Institutions and Churches, 

Embracing Collateral Incidents and Biographical Sketches of 

Many Persons and Events Connected Therewith (1902) 

Vincennes Directory 1880 

Vincennes Directory for 1891-92 

Vincennes Directory 1888-1889 

History of Knox and Daviess Counties (Goodspeed) (1886) 

Greene, George E. History of Old Vincennes and Knox 

County, Indiana (1911) 

Dunn, Jacob P. Documents Relating to the French Settlements 

on the Wabash (1894) 

Souvenir Booklet of Vincennes 1926 

 

Myron P. Boehm Photograph Collection: 

To access the Lewis Library Digital Collection, visit the 

Lewis Library home page (www.vinu.edu, click on the 

library icon, bottom right of page, then the Lewis Library 

link) and click on Digital Archives (top left). First-time 

users will be prompted to download the DJVU plug-in by 

Lizardtech.  

 

The Vincennes Civil War Newspaper Database, a fully 

searchable collection of local 19th Century newspapers of 

the period owned by Lewis Library, is available on the 

Find Articles page at VU Libraries.  

Faculty and Staff Are Encouraged to Contact 
Designated Librarian Division Liaisons for Inquiries and Assistance: 

 
Math/Science      Health & Human Performance 
Bonnie Riggins      Michaela Ewald 
Briggins (at) vinu.edu      mewald (at) vinu.edu 
812-888-4427      812-888-5807 
 
Business/Public Service/Technology    Humanities/Social Sciences & Performing Arts 
Ariela N. Berstein      Richard King 
aberstein (at) vinu.edu       rking (at) vinu.edu 
812-888-5377      812-888-5377 
 

Ideas for Instructors: What Can Your Library Staff Do For You: 
 
ORDER/PURCHASE books, videos, music CDs to support curriculum 
PROVIDE formal/informal classroom instruction and library tours at request of instructor 
WRITE guides/handouts/ exercises to support curriculum 
TEACH in faculty development workshops such as the Teaching Transformation Academy and campus-wide 

Professional Development Workshops. 
PROVIDE Interlibrary Loan services for students, faculty and staff at no charge 
MAINTAIN faculty research materials on reserve for student use. 
PROVIDE meeting Rooms/ Classrooms/Computer Labs for instructors to reserve. 
CAN you think of something else you need? Just Ask a Librarian. 

http://bit.ly/lewislibrary
http://www.vinu.edu/


Shake Library Facebook Report 

 


